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Parliamentary Intelligence.
HOUSE OF LORDS.

. TUESDAY, MAY 14TH.
Treatment of Neurasthenia at Golders Green.

Viscount KNUTSFORD asked the Government why it was
proposed to close the Home of Recovery for Neurasthenic
Pensioners at Golders Green, seeing that the monthly reports
showed that a very large proportion of the patients trealned
there were discharged fit for work, and considering the large
amount of money which had been expended to fit it for its
present purpose. He said that the decision of the Minister
of Pensions to cease treatment for shell shock and neuras-
thenia at Golders Green had come as a great surprise. It
was one of the most successful hospitals in the whole
country, and was admirably equipped for the work it
had to do. The Minister admitted that the work was
satisfactory. In the last seven months out of 189 patients
183 had been returned fit for work. When two of the best
neurologists went and asked why the hospital was to be
scrapped, the answer was that it was in air-raid area, and
that it was to be used for paraplegics. That seemed a

strange reason. A very small minority of the patients had
been disturbed by the noise of the guns, and if there was one
class of patients who could not leave their beds in an air raid
it was paraplegics. This reason was insufficient for closing
the hospital. It was said that another institution was
to be started near London at Maidenhead, but it would
be quite impossible for experts in neurology to give
the same attention to the patients there as they could
at Golders Green, and it was quite impossible for
ordinary practitioners to treat neurasthenic patients in the
same way. He denied that there had been a considerable
number of beds unoccupied at Golders Green. Was the
decision of the medical advisers of the Ministry of Pensions
unanimous in this matter ? An expert committee ought to
be appointed to inquire into the matter of the transfer.
The Earl of CRAWFORD (the Lord Privy Seal) said that he

felt some embarrassment in replying to this question. The
answer which he had proposed to give was in contradiction
to what the noble viscount had said. The Minister of
Pensions had decided upon the recommendation of his
medical advisers that a hospital for the treatment of
shell shock and neurasthenia within the area of air
raid gun-fire was undesirable. Whether the medical
advisers of the Ministry were unanimous or not he did
not know, but it would be imprudent to decide offhand
that no change should be made except there was unanimity.
Accommodation had been secured at Maidenhead. It was
stated that a large number of men declined to go to Golders
Green on account of their apprehension of being in an area
of anti-aircraft gun-fire. These men were discharged
soldiers and were completely free to enter or refuse to
enter any hospital. The number of these men was being
diminished by the treatment which they received before
discharge.
Viscount KNUTSFORD expressed himself as dissatisfied with

the terms of the reply. -

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 8TH.
Indian Medical Service.

Brigadier-General PAGE CROFT asked the Secretary of
State for India whether it was proposed to alter the regula-
tions which required a member of the Indian Medical Service
to have had 12 years’ service before attaining his majority,
bearing in mind that this period for combatant officers in
the Indian Army had been reduced from 18 to 15 years, and
therefore they attained their majority at a younger age than
members in the Indian Medical Service who entered the
service later in life owing to their long and technical train-
ing.-Mr. HERBERT FISHER (on behalf of the India Office)
replied : Accelerated promotion in the Indian Army during
the war was granted in consideration of the general accelera-
tion of promotion in the combatant branches of the British
Army. No similar ground exists for a general acceleration
of promotion to major in the Indian Medical Service. As a
special measure the Secretary of State for India, in December
last, authorised the antedating of the promotion of certain
captains of the Indian Medical Service with a view to
securing for them a relative equality in seniority with that
of corresponding officers of the Royal Army Medical Corps
whose promotion had been specially accelerated by war
conditions.

Chauffeurs of Medical Men.
In reply to Sir W. WATSON CHEYNE, who asked whether

chanffeurs employed by medical men who were carrying on
large general practices, not only of their own but also of
medical men serving in the Army, and who were very
dependent on their experienced driver, might be exempted
from military service, Mr. BECK (Parliamentary Secretary

to the Ministry of National Service) stated that a certain dis-
cretion was vested in National Service representatives to be
exercised in urgent and exceptional cases until an efficient
substitute had been found. It could not be too strongly &deg;

urged that all motor drivers fit for military service should
be replaced at the earliest moment by either women, unfit
men, or men discharged from the forces.

T.N.T. Poisoning.
Mr. ANDERSON asked the Parliamentary Secretary to the

Ministry of Munitions whether any case had recently been
brought to his notice in which a woman had been kept con-
tinuously employed on T.N.T. for a fortnight and had
developed toxic jaundice with fatal results; whether the
practice of continuous employment on dope was contrary to
the official regulations ; and whether steps would be taken
to secure compliance in all factories with official regulations.
- Mr. KELLAWAY answered : I am aware of the case to which
my honourable friend refers. It was not a case of dope
poisoning but a case of T.N.T. poisoning, which is quite
distinct from dope poisoning. So far as the former process is
concerned dope is only used in air-craft factories, and since a
certain element has been removed from its manufacture it has
ceased to be a cause for toxic jaundice. So far as the
particular case of T.N.T. poisoning is concerned, under theT.N.T. rules it is only permitted in cases of necessity for a
woman to be employed for more than a fortnight con-
tinuously on T.N.T. In the case in question alterna-
tion was not possible as the factory was incomplete.
Since then complete alternation has been effected. The
House will be glad to know that the preventive measures
taken by the Ministry of Munitions against T.N.T. poison-.
ing have been increasingly effective. The number of cases
reported during the last quarter of 1916 was 86 with 23
deaths. The comparison figures for 1917 were 29 cases with
4 deaths.

THURSDAY, MAY 9TH.
Venereal Disease and Defence of the Realm Regulations.

Mr. LEES-SMITH asked the Home Secretary what steps
were being taken to inform women arrested under the new
Regulation 40d of the Defence of the Realm Acts that they
did not need to subject themselves to a medical examination
unless they themselves so desired.-Sir G. CAVE replied:
I think that this is clear on the face of the regulation and
that no steps are required for the purpose mentioned in the
question.

Medical Students in the Navy.
Mr. WATT asked the Civil Lord of the Admiralty what

arrangements his department was making for the return of
medical students from active service to their studies ; had
his department recently received communications from the
Scottish University authorities pointing out the urgency of
speedy release in view of the fact that the summer medical
session began on April 24th ; and, if so, would he say why the
delay, as compared with the War Office Department, had
arisen.-Mr. PRETYMAN answered: An order was issued to
the Fleet in January last calling for reports of the names of
all officers and men (other than student probationers), who
had, as medical students, passed the first professional
examination in chemistry, physics, and biology. On
receipt of these reports, the lists are scrutinised and,
where such a course appears desirable, the officer or

man is allowed to return to continue his studies. Surgeon
probationers are allowed to be demobilised at the end of six
months’ service at home or 12 months abroad in order to
complete their studies and qualify. I cannot trace that any
communications from the Scottish University authorities
pointing out the urgency of speedy release had been received.
A number of officers and men had already been conditionally
released, but some time must necessarily elapse before the
replies from distant stations are received and dealt with. If
my honourable friend has knowledge of delay in any par-
ticular case, and will furnish me with details, I will inquire
further into the matter.

Naval Medical Units and the 1914 Star.
Commander H. CRAIG asked the Civil Lord of the

Admiralty whether his attention had been directed to a
decision whereby officers and men belonging to His Majesty’s
hospital ships who were landed in France on active service
during the period entitling to the 1914 star had been held to
be not entitled to that decoration; and whether, in view of
the services performed by these Royal Naval Medical units
in evacuating large numbers of our wounded from France
and Flanders during that period the claim of the naval
ratings concerned would be reconsidered.-Mr. PRETYMAN
wrote in reply: The award of the 1914 star is limited to those
on the establishments of units landed specifically for shore
service and any naval medical detachments so serving are
eligible. It is not extended, however, to cover casual
landings, such as may be made by the staffs of hospital
ships in connexion with their duties in the collection and
embarkation of wounded, and the same rule is followed by
the War Office in respect of the Royal Army Medical Corps
personnel of hospital ships.
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Dental Surgeons in Egypt and Salonika.
Mr. PENNEFATHER asked the Under Secretary of State for

War whether his attention had been drawn to a certain rest-
camp used by soldiers operating in Egypt and Salonika
where the floating military population varied from 9000 to
15,000; if so, would he state the number of qualified dental
surgeons ordinarily stationed at that camp; how many
hours it took to obtain from the nearest available source of
supply additional dental surgeons if required ; and whether
the employment of such additional dental surgeons reduced
the efficiency of the dental service at the camp from which
they were withdrawn.-Mr. MACPHERSON answered: I am
making further inquiry by telegraph into this matter, and
I will communicate with my honourable friend as soon as
possible.

Recruits for the R.A.M.G.
Answering Mr. WING, Mr. MACPHERSON (Under Secretary

for War) said: Recruits are still being accepted for the Royal
Army Medical Corps subject to certain limitations as to age
and medical fitness.

Housing Requirements in Scotland.
Mr. MUNRO (Secretary for Scotland) informed Colonel Sir

J. HOPE that from the schedules received up to date it

appeared that the total number of houses which local
authorities considered to be required in Scotland was 108,902.

MONDAY, MAY 13TH. 
&deg;

Dental Practitioners and Military Service.
Mr. WATT asked the Parliamentary Secretary to the

Ministry of National Service whether he was aware that
dentists under 30 years of age had been exempt from
military service on a finding of the Central Tribunal that
there was a shortage of dentists for the needs of the people;
whether, under the new Act, older dentists who possessed
the medical qualification but had never practised medicine
were being pressed into the Royal Army Medical Corps;
and, if so, would he explain why the older men were being
taken first.-Mr. BECK replied: The administrative arrange-
ments to which my honourable friend refers do not confer
exemptions on dentists under 30 yearb of age, but lay down
certain conditions on which dental practitioners may in
proper cases be exempted by tribunals. The answer to the
second part of the question is in the negative, and the third
part therefore does not arise.

Gratuity of Territorial Medical Queers.
Sir W. WATSON CHEYNE asked the Financial Secretary to

the War Office what was the reason why medical officers
belonging to the Territorial Force could not be paid the
gratuity which they had earned annually, as was the case
with temporary medical officers; and was he aware that
hardship often resulted from deferring this payment.-Mr.
FORSTER answered: The gratuity provided in the Pay
Warrant for Territorial Force officers of all kinds is not
payable until the completion of service. In the case of the
temporary medical officer the terms of the contracts provide
for the payment of an annual gratuity.

Neurastfaenic Patients at Golders Green.
Sir W. COLLINS asked the Pensions Minister whether he

had received satisfactorv reports of the treatment of neuras-
thenic patients at the Home of Recovery at Golders Green,
established by the British Red Cross Society ; and whether
the institution was maintained, and would continue to be
maintained, by the Ministry of Pensions for the treatment
of such patients.-Mr. HODGE wrote in reply : The reports
which have been received of the treatment of neurasthenic
patients at the Home of Recovery, Golders Green, are
satisfactory, but I have decided on the recommenda-
tion of my medical advisers that patients suffering
from these diseases should be removed as far as possible
from anti-aircraft gun-fire. Fifty per cent. of the cases
that are offered accommodation at Golders Green have
declined to enter the, institution. Many of the reasons
alleged are on account of the fear of air raids, and a large
number of the beds available are not in use. I have pro-
vided another institution in the country where new cases
suffering from shell shock will be sent as they present
themselves.
Answering Sir MONTAGUE BARLOW, Mr. HODGE stated

that accommodation in a rural district admirably suited for
the treatment of shell-shock and neurasthenia cases had been
procured at some distance from London.

Sir Robert Armstrong-Jones has been appointed
Gresham Professor of Physic in place of the late Professor
F. M. Sandwith.

Dr. F. W. Edridge-Green has been appointed
Senior Ophthalmic Surgeon to the Central London Medical
Boards (National Service). ,

EDITORIAL NOTICES.
In consequence of the pressure on our spaoe and the shortage

of paper, the Editor may be oompelled to abbreviate oommunciaa-
tions, as an alternative to their rejection, when time does not
05Ho7P them to be reoonsidered by their authors.
It is most important that communications relating to the

Editorial business of THE LANCET should be addressed
sl1:clusively "To THE EDITOR," and not in any oase to aDY
gentleman who may be supposed to be connected with

tht Editorial staff. It is urgently necessary that attention
’f,I shou d be given to this notice.

It is especially requested that early intelligenoe ot local
events having a medical interest, or which it is desirable
to bring under the notice of the profession, may be sent
direct to this office.

We cannot prescribe or recommend practitioners.
We cannot undertake to return M8S. not used.

Offices : 423, STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 2.
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